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History: How we got here

• School districts in the 1940s

• Other local governments in the 1950s

• Odd year election funding in the 1970s

• Even year funding 2019!!



How we got here

Olympian opinion piece on “Fair Share” election funding from 1993!



2019: State Will Pay Their Share (We did it!!)



Laying the groundwork

Listening Tour
• There were a lot of misconceptions about what the "ask" actually was.
• King County legislators were a major roadblock.
• Daryl Daugs from Kitsap met with Chair of Ways and Means Rolfes, another 

roadblock.

Key legislators focus
• Governor's office: Really, we don't pay?
• Senator Billig with Vicky and Heidi (caucus influence)
• Rolfes: Postage Costs
• Hunt: Voters Pamphlet
• Gregerson and House Democrats: Outreach

Meetings Auditors had with their Legislators



How we got to the finish line
• Mary Hall, Mike Shaw, Jennifer Wallace met with Senator Hunt to draft new bill

• Meetings with the influencers

• Ballot Processing Center tour with Caucus staff to Appropriations

• Presented to Commissioners at WSAC annual meeting in Spokane

• Senator Rolfes Chair of Ways and Means – Kitsap satisfied postage issue – this was key

• Key meetings

• Senator Liias – House floor leader (caucus influence and pulls to floor)
• Lt. Governor Cyrus Habib guaranteed to pass it out of rules
• Representative Ormsby – Chair of House Appropriations
• Senator David Frockt - Vice Chair of Ways and Means
• David Postman – Chief of Staff, Governors support

• Mike Shaw was awesome!



HB 2421 (SB 6134)
Milestones:
• Exec'd (passed) out of House Appropriations on Feb 8
• Passed the House 80-16 (2 excused) on Feb 13
• Exec'd out of Senate Ways & Means on Mar 2
• Eliminated 10% Voter Outreach money
• Passed Senate 42-2 (5 excused) on Mar 4 with amendments
• House concurred to amendments, final passage 96-1 Mar 10
• Session ended March 12
• Governor signed into law on Apr 3

• SB 6134 had also passed out of the Senate Ways & Means committee

• It takes a village



What does HB 2421 do?
• State reimburses their costs in even years beginning in 2022 – finally!!

• Clearly defines that federal elections are included in the states share

• New responsibilities
• Postage added as an election cost in our billing
• Voters' Pamphlets printed and distributed for all counties

• Implementation date: July 1, 2021



2018 Election Costs by County

*Includes estimates



Approximately a 3% increase



Example of junior taxing district voters' pamphlet costs



Stakeholders

• Cities
• Ports
• School
• Fire Districts

Should have bought them in earlier.
Meet on an annual basis to build relationships.



Financial hardship clause
• RCW 29A.32.220

• (2). . . . . . If the required appearance in a county's voters' pamphlet of 
the offices or measures of a unit of local government would create 
undue financial hardship for the unit of government, the legislative 
authority of the unit may petition the legislative authority of the 
county to waive this requirement. The legislative authority of the 
county may provide such a waiver if it does so not later than sixty days 
before the publication of the pamphlet and it finds that 
the requirement would create such hardship.



How do we keep HB 2421?
• 2021 will be a session on defense

• Continue building relationships

• Pick our battles. Work behind the scenes to kill bills.

• Focus on overwhelming support in both houses and both caucuses.

• Mike Shaw??



Introduction to Voters' Pamphlets
• Create a document that provides information on candidates and measures

• 29A.32.220 outlines what must be in the voters' pamphlet
• "Official local voter pamphlet"
• Date of primary or election
• For and Against statements for each measure
• County Auditors name may not appear in the year they are on the ballot
• You can mail to every registered voter household or saturation

•Must adopt administrative rules 29A.32.230
• Outlines deadlines
• Length of for and against documents
• Reasons for rejection of candidate statements
• States that statements cannot be libelous or inapropriate
• Appeal process in case of rejection

•Must distribute to jurisdictions on the ballot



Voters' pamphlet production
• Single issue pamphlet – 8 X 11 insert with the ballot



Voters' pamphlet production



Voters' Pamphlet production



Voters' pamphlet production support
• Share InDesign files/templates for all formats

• Share extra space filler information graphics
• Basecamp, WSACA website

• Form partnerships with counties to contract out work as a group

• We'll help in any way we can

• Other ideas?



Questions?
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